Dear Fellow-member of C.M.S., 


In the First Epistle to Timothy gi 
passage, the full flavour of whose sig= 
lificance is commonly missed partly 
cause the words are so familiar and 
partly because they are seldom read in 
their historical context. The passage 
uns: 

__“T exhort therefore, that, first of all, sup- 
plications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, 
and for all that are in authority; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. For this is good and 
ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour ; 
who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the Truth.” 
(1 Timothy 2, 1-4.) 


In those words the cause of world- 
evangelization is linked quite explicitly 
with the establishment of peaceful con- 
ditions on the basis of ordered govern- 
Ment. We have here an echo of the 
profound gratitude with which men of 
the first century acknowledged the bless- 
ings of the “ Augustan” peace, as well 
s an echo of their fear that the forces 
making for hatred, war and anarchy 
Might yet swamp the world. We who 
ace an even graver peril might well ask 
yurselves how seriously we take the 
khortation to pray “for kings, and for 
ill in authority ”. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT PRACTICE 


This exhortation should, however, be 
‘ad not only in its historical context, 
also in its New Testament context. 
here it will be found to be part of a 
dually developing understanding of 
: relations of Church and State. 


hough these relations are not for- 
lated, in the New Testament, in terms 
hich at all resemble the shape they have 
en in subsequent history, it is possible 
ertheless to discern three strands in 
Testament teaching which are of 
ing importance for the Christian as 
restles with the problems of man as 
litical animal”. For this purpose 
ans 12 and 13, supplemented by 
er 4, 12-19, and the Pastoral Epis- 
rovide the most important evidence, 
in their several ways expansions of 
rd’s ironical reply to the Pharisees, 
ler to Cesar the things that are 
, and to God the things that are 
(St. Mark 12, 17): an answer 


» 


Ye pitas ee aie 
aad New Testament practice 
Czsar’s need for prayer 
One of Czsar’s new experiments 
A close-up of the experiment 
An intriguing comment 


which quite deliberately raised a lot of 
other questions and was never intended 
to settle an issue ! 


These three strands can be briefly sum- 
marized as first, the Church’s abiding 
testimony to the sovereignty of God, by 
whose will alone “kings reign and princes 
decree justice”—affording thereby the 
true basis of government as “ordained 
of God”, and, at the same time, unfalter- 
ing Opposition to state absolutism; as 
second, the Church’s provision of a 
dynamic for the common life, “faith 
working by love” (Galatians 5, 6; 
Romans 12) thus undergirding the State; 
as third, the Church’s insistence on a 
proper respect for the true dignity of the 
State, support for its exercise of power 
to preserve order and establish justice 
(Romans 13, 1-8). These strands must 
be taken together if the New Testament 
is to afford any effective guidance to the 
Christian as citizen. 


Circumstances, of course, differ tre- 
mendously. In one country the Christian 
citizen may be one of a small uninfluen- 
tial minority. It may well be that, as in 
the Roman world of the first three cen- 
turies, his witness will be restricted to 
“faith working by love”. The revolu- 
tionary political potential of that dynamic 
is writ large in history. In another coun- 
try there may be a number of Christian 
citizens exercising high office in the State, 
although the greater part of the popula- 
tion do not profess the Christian faith. 
Such citizens have a peculiar responsi- 
bility to set forth the principles of that 
“righteousness” which “exalteth a 
nation” (Proverbs 14, 34). And their 
co-religionists have an obligation to take 
seriously the exhortation of 1 Timothy 
2, 1-4. It is a melancholy fact that 
Christians in high positions in political 
life are all too seldom able to rely on the 
enduring spiritual support of their fellow- 
Christians. In yet another country, where 


the Christian faith is widely accepted, a 
Christian public opinion can decisively 
sway the nation’s policy on particular 
issues, as indeed it should be able to 
temper it in all. 


C/ESAR’S NEED FOR PRAYER 


My reason for thus introducing the 
subject of this NEwS-LeTTER is that in 
the Christian Mission of our time the 
Church is having to look afresh at the 
whole question of its relationship with 
the State. That relationship is passing 
through rapid changes in Asia and Africa, 
and indeed elsewhere. This is an in- 
evitable sequel to the passing of “colo- 
nialism”. Now, unless we can recognize 
this fact and the meaning of these 
changes, we shall fail to appreciate the 
actual condition in which the Christian 
Gospel has to be interpreted to-day. We 
shall miss its relevance to the main pre- 
occupations of the human mind. 


Amongst these main preoccupations 
is the urgent desire for political and 
economic stability, a desire whose 
political expression is a tendency to exalt 
the power of the State, to worship “the 
Great Leviathan”. For the Christian 
Mission it is therefore of obvious import- 
ance to take especial note of those factors 
in the contemporary political scene which 
serve to moderate tendencies towards 
state absolutism, yet at the same time 
make towards political and economic 
stability. Thus “to take note” is one of 
the ways in which it is possible to give 
full content to our prayers “for kings, 
and for all in authority”. 

\ 


There are a number of such factors. 
The slow but steady growth within the 
United States of a public opinion intelli- 
gently informed about international 
affairs, and of the necessity for responsi- 
ble United States’ participation in them 
is one such factor—a factor of incalcul- 
able importance. For in the U.S.A. more 
than in almost any other country, govern- 
ment is government by public opinion. 
Another factor of slow but penetrating 
influence towards stability is the growing 
habit of effecting co-operation between 
different countries in solving problems of 
health and welfare through one or other 
of the subsidiary agencies of the United 
Nations. A third factor, and one to 
which I would here devote some special 
attention, is that curious but infinitely 
exciting political experiment which con- 
tinues to elude definition under the title 
of “the Commonwealth”. No intelligent 
Christian interpretation of the contem- 
porary scene can afford to ignore the 
“Commonwealth” any more than it can 
afford to ignore the United States or the 
United Nations. 


_ Indeed I know of no other source to 


ONE OF CAESAR’S NEW ’ 
EXPERIMENTS aie ‘ 
{ 


the Queen spoke on Christmas Day last } 


when she said: 


““There are certain spiritual values which 
inspire all of us. 
in our devotion to freedom, which means 
respect for the individual and equality 


before the law. Parliamentary Government 


is also a part of this heritage. We believe 


in the conception of a Government and ff 
Opposition and the right to criticize and] 
All these things are part of the} 


defend. 
natural life of our free Commonwealth. 


“ Great opportunities lie before us. 
Commonwealth for a lead. We have already 


gone far towards discovering for ourselves 
how different nations from north and south, 


from east and west, can live together in a} 
Ooling the resources } 


friendly brotherhood, 
of each for the benefit of all.” 


Queen Elizabeth was referring to what } 


is in fact a multi-racial Commonwealth, a 


deliberate attempt to associate together | 


as a political reality with practical effect, 
a number of autonomous nations of vary- 


ing race, religion, culture, language, and 
In a world in which the tides } 


tradition. 
of race feeling and of nationalism are at 


full flood here is an attempt to harness } 
their power for political and economic } 
for peace, order and con-f 


stability, 
struction. 


In his recent speech on the Citizenship } 


Bill, Pandit Nehru, speaking in the Indian 


Parliament on December 5, 1955, said: | 
“ Our association with the Commonwealth } 
has been of great help to the larger cause 


of peace and co-operation.” 


Not so long ago in another setting the | 
same Commonwealth leader used this } 


striking phrase—* The Commonwealth | 
has a touch of healing in it”. 


If you would understand the inward- 
ness of this political experiment, its bear- 
ing on the Christian Mission in Asia and 
Africa, and something of this “ healing ” 
quality I can think of no better way than 
by the reading of Mr. Nicholas Man- 
sergh’s very ably written report of the 
proceedings of the fifth unofficial Com- 
monwealth Relations Conference held at 
Lahore from March 17-27, 1954. Pub- 
lished under the title The Multi-racial 
Commonwealth this report is particu- 
larly interesting because it records so 
fully the frank debate that took place 
there on the subject of race relations. 


which I would more readily turn to study 
those relations considered in their polit- 
ical significance for the world to-day. 
Of the temper of this debate Mr, Man- 
sergh could write that it m 


“was something on which the members of 


. 


We try to express them } 


In- } 
deed, a large part of the world looks to the 


he Conference might well look back with 
satisfaction and something which perhaps 
itself reflected the spirit in which the Com- 
monwealth finds its final justification. The 
‘ouch of healing of which Pandit Nehru had 
es was given new meaning and a new 
fea ae 

A CLOSE-UP OF THE EXPERIMENT 


A multi-racial Commonwealth as a 
political ideal has, however, to be trans- 
lated into action at levels very different 
from that of a Conference. If it is to 
mean something real for ordinary people 
it has to come down from the general to 
the particular, and it must challenge not 
only a local situation but the individuals 
within it. Just such a challenge is pro- 
vided by Dr. Oldham in a book pub- 
lished last autumn with the title New 
Hope in Africa. 

On the surface this book is a carefully 
reasoned interpretation of the aims and 
plans of the Capricorn Africa Society. 
Viewing it with considerable detachment 
Dr. Oldham is none-the-less convinced 
hat the Society represents a sincere and 
practicable way of advance. towards the 
establishment of a genuine multi-racial 
society in East and Central Africa. That, 
as I say, is the obvious surface impression 
made by the book. Fundamentally, how- 
ever, it is concerned with something far 
more profound and every whit as prac- 
tical. The book reveals an insight into 
the present moment in African history, 
in which it is of major importance that 
Africans of every colour—black, white, 
and brown—shall meet each other and 
recognize in each other predestined part- 
hers, not inevitable enemies. Dr. Old- 
ham is realistic in his insistence that the 
first step towards such a “meeting” must 
be a “change of mind” on the part of 
ll concerned. In insisting upon this Dr. 
Oldham brings the issue of a multi-racial 
ciety directly into the sphere of the 
consciously spiritual, into that realm in 
which each individual man and woman 
in East and Central Africa has a contri- 
ution to make. 

“ Civilization” , writes Dr. Oldham, “is 
thing of the spirit. It moves in a region 
2 which legal tests do not apply. It is 
communicated by example and transmitted 
yy tradition. It is something that has con- 
inually to be created afresh by new ven- 
res of the human spirit, and is the res- 
jOnsibility of every individual. The civil- 
zation of a society can be maintained and 
anced only by the acts, achievements 
d restraints of those who compose it.” 
Isewhere in the same book he says: 
“The future of Africa hinges on whether 
ieee. Siscrent spheres and at many dif- 
rent levels, there is a human leadership 
essing some imaginative apprehensions 
issues that are at stake and with it 
e, tenacity and hope to strive for 
tt within reach.” 


+ 


And he reminds us that: 

“Every individual is daily contributing, 
consciously or unconsciously, by his atti- 
tudes and actions, to the increase or dimin- 
ution of racial animosities. Racial prejudice 
is easily transmitted. ... It has also been 
proved that when human relations are per- 
verted and strained the clear and outspoken 
lead of a few courageous individuals can 
go a long way towards bringing about a 
changed atmosphere.” 


Her Majesty the Queen in her Christmas 
broadcast added to the words I have 
already quoted: 

“Every one of us can also help in this 
great adventure. For just as the Common- 
wealth is made up of different nations, so 
those nations are made up of individuals. 
The greater the enterprise, the more im- 
portant our personal contribution.” 

Her Majesty, Pandit Nehru, Dr. Old- 
ham, are all talking about the same thing 
—a multi-racial,society. All three recog- 
nize that the true achievement of this 
will be pre-eminently a spiritual achieve- 
ment. Let me quote from the broadcast 
again. Speaking of “the chain reaction 
of the powers of light” the Queen said: 

“To understand with sympathy the point 
of view of others within our own countries 
and in the Commonwealth as well as those 
outside it—in this way we can bring our 
unlimited spiritual resources to bear upon 
the world.” 


I would express the hope that at least 
every reader of this News-LETTER, 
whether in East or Central Africa, will 
get a copy of Dr. Oldham’s book, and 
then read it and discuss it with others, if 
possible in inter-racial groups. Some 
readers elsewhere might like to make it 
possible for me to send copies to Africa 
in their name. The price of the cheaper 
edition is five shillings post free. 


AN INTRIGUING COMMENT 


I want to close this NewS-LETTER with 
a quotation from Mr. Krishna Menon, a 
distinguished Indian, speaking on October 
4, 1955, in the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. What he said is a re- 
markable commentary on the Common- 
wealth, with a gracious aside to include 
others outside it, and strictly relevant to 
the theme of this NEwS-LETTER: 

“T think it is 51 paises especially for 
a person like myself and for my delegation, 
to pay tribute to a large number of admin- 
istrators, French, British, and Belgian. who 
have remained in Africa and who, irre- 
spective of the systems and purposes and 
politics that go with it, have there spent a 
great part of their lives—I am speaking now 
of administrators, missionaries and other 
workers—in the service of these people. 


“J should like particularly to mention in 
this connexion the name of Sir Edward 
Twining, the Governor of Tanganyika, who 
stands out as a 5 icy apostle of the work- 
ing out of the principles of the Charter for 


—— 


March, 1956 


establishing a multi-racial community in his 


own Territory, and of implementing the 
purposes of the Trusteeship Agreement. 


“TI wish to mention Sir Charles Arden 
Clarke, Governor of the Gold Coast, who 
has assisted the Territory towards advancing 
to self-government as against other forces 
that may be operating. 


“T should also like to refer to two friends 
of mine. These are Sir Alexander Gran- 
tham of Hong Kong who, I understand, 
will soon visit Canada and perhaps make a 
contribution in some other way. I should 
also like to refer to Sir Andrew Cohen of 
Uganda. It may come as a surprise to the 
Assembly that I mention these names, but 
I do so because there is no other place in 
which they are spoken of and because these 
are the men who, in difficult conditions, are 
implementing the purposes we talk about.” 


C.M.S. NEWS-LETTER 


I particularly like the last clause ! 


May this News-LeTreR make som: 
small contribution towards filling with 
new content our prayers “for kings, an 
for those in authority”, the while w 
keep constantly alert to the relation 
ship between the answer to our prayers 
and the realization of the Will of God 
“who will have all men to be saved, an 
to come unto the knowledge of th 
Truth”. 


Your sincere friend, 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH 
*+New Hope in Africa, by J. H- Oldham. (Longmans, 1955.) 7s. 6d., by post 8s 
(Cheap edition 4s. 6d., by post 5s.) 
“+The Multi-racial Commonwealth, a report by Nicholas Mansergh. 
Institute of International Affairs, 1955.) 21s., by post 21s. 9d. 
+At the Lord’s Table, by Cosslett Quin. (Lutterworth Press, 1954.) 18s., by 
post 185. 9d. ‘ 


This most readable and stimulating commentary on the Book o 
Common Prayer is strictly relevant to the theme of this NEWS-LETTER 
not least in the chapters dealing with the Ten Commandments and thi 
Prayer for the Church Militant. = 


* Obtainable from C.M.S. Publishing Dept. 
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+ May be borrowed from the CMS. Library 


